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(57) The invention relates to a method of computer- 
controlled automatically milking animals in a milking par- 
lour in which milking parlour samples of milk supplied 
by the animals can be collected. The method comprises 
successively the steps of: 

identifying an animal entering a milking parlour; 
using the animal identification system, recalling da- 
ta of a previous milking of said animal from a com- 
puter memory and determining by means of the 
computer, for example on the basis of a time table, 
and said data, whether a sample of milk should be 
taken of the animal; 
milking the animal; 



if a sample of milk should be taken, collecting, dur- 
ing discharging the milk to a milk tank by pumping 
the quantity of milk supplied by the animal in each 
milking run in predetermined volumes from a milk 
meter to the milk tank, a predetermined fraction of 
these volumes in a sample-taking device, and 
storing the data of the animal together with the in- 
stant at which the sample was taken, in the memory 
of the computer. 
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Description 

[0001 ] The invention relates to a method of computer- 
controlled automatically milking animals in a milking par- 
lour in which milking parlour samples of milk supplied 
by the animals can be collected. 

[0002] A method for collecting samples of milk sup- 
plied by animals is known from for instance US-A-4,569, 
236. In this document there is described a sampling de- 
vice for obtaining a plurality of milk samples from the 
teats of a cow. The device comprises a body with sock- 
ets to receive the ends of tubes connected to teat cups. 
The device furthermore comprises passages in the body 
connecting the sockets with individual sample cuvettes 
and a common valve memberfor opening or closing the 
passage between the sockets and the sample cuvettes. 
The above described sampling device has the disad- 
vantage that during sampling excessive sample fluid is 
drained away from the sample passage via an overflow 
port. Further the application of such a sampling device 
is difficult in a method for computer-controlled automat- 
ically milking animals. 

[0003] It is an object of the invention to provide a 
method of computer-controlled automatically milking 
animals, in which sampling of milk can reliably and eas- 
ily be performed and wherein the disadvantages of the 
application of the above known sampling device are 
avoided to at least a significant extent. 
[0004] According to the invention this is archieved in 
a first method comprising the steps of: 

identifying an animal entering a milking parlour; 
using the animal identification system, recalling da- 
ta of a previous milking of said animal from a com- 
puter memory and determining by means of the 
computer, for example on the basis of a time table, 
and said data, whether a sample of milk should be 
taken of the animal; 
milking the animal; 

if a sample of milk should be taken, collecting, dur- 
ing discharging the milk to a milk tank by pumping 
the quantity of milk supplied by the animal in each 
milking run in predetermined volumes from a milk 
meter to the milk tank, a predetermined fraction of 
these volumes in a sample-taking device, and 
storing the data of the animal together with the in- 
stant at which the sample was taken, in the memory 
of the computer. 

[0005] In a second method the object of the invention 
is archieved by the steps of: 

identifying an animal entering a milking parlour; 
using the animal identification system, recalling da- 
ta of a previous milking of said animal from a com- 
puter memory and determining by means of the 
computer, for example on the basis of a time table, 
and said data, whether a sample of milk should be 



taken of the animal; 
milking the animal; 

if a sample of milk should be taken, collecting, dur- 
ing discharging the milk to a milk tank by pumping 
5 the quantity of milk supplied by the animal in each 
milking run in its totality from amilkmeterto the milk 
tank, a predetermined fraction of this quantity of 
milk in a sample-taking device, and 
storing the data of the animal together with the in- 
fo stant at which the sample was taken, in the memory 
of the computer. 

[0006] In the latter method, prior to or during the sam- 
ple-taking operation air may be passed through the milk 
15 contained in the milk meter. By bubbling air through the 
milk, it is achieved that the milk is first adequately stirred 
before a sample is taken therefrom. This reduces the 
risk of the ultimate sample not being representative 
enough for the composition of the milk supplied by an 
20 animal in each milking run. 

[0007] In the first method a milk meter is used of the 
type wherein the quantity of milk supplied by the animal 
in each milking run is pumped to a milk tank in prede- 
termined volumes, while in the second method a milk 
25 meter is used of the type wherein the quantity of milk 
supplied by the animal in each milking run is pumped in 
its totality from a milk meter to a milk tank. Both types 
of milk meters are generally known. As the latter type of 
milk meter may be a relatively large milk glass, the ap- 
se plication of bubbling air therein is favourable. 

[0008] The invention further relates to an implement 
for automatically milking animals by applying each one 
of the above methods in a milking parlourwith an animal 
identification system, a milk meter to which the milk ob- 
35 tained by an animal is supplied, and a milktankto which 
the milk from the milk meter is pumped. The implement 
is characterized in that it is further provided with a sam- 
ple-taking device with one or a plurality of milk collecting 
elements, which sample-taking device is connectableto 
40 a tapping point in the milk line between the milk meter 
and the milk tank, and in which sample-taking device a 
predetermined fraction of the quantity of milk, supplied 
by the animal in each milking run in predetermined vol- 
umes from the milkmetertothemilktank, orof the quan- 
45 tity of milk, supplied by the animal in each milking run in 
its totality from the milk meter to the milk tank, can be 
collected. 

[0009] The invention will further be explained with ref- 
erence to the accompanying drawing, in which: 

50 

Figure 1 shows a milking parlour, in which a sample- 
taking implement for taking a fraction of milk is pro- 
vided; 

Figure 2 shows a first embodiment of a sample-tak- 
55 ing implement in accordance with the invention; 

Figure 3 shows a second embodiment of a sample- 
taking implement in accordance with the invention; 
Figure 4 is a cross-sectional view of the second 
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sample-taking implement, which can also form part 
of the first embodiment shown in Figure 2; 
Figure 5 is a plan view of the carrousel-like rotary 
carrier implement shown in Figure 4. taken on the 
line V-V. 

[0010] Figure 1 shows a schematic arrangement of a 
milking plant for milking cows. The milking plant com- 
prises a milking parlour 1 , in which a cow 2 is present. 
Located in the milking parlour 2 is a milking robot 3, 
which at its end is provided with four teat cups 4. The 
teat cups 4 are automatically connectable by means of 
the milking robot 3 to the teats of the cow 2. The inven- 
tion is, however, entirely independent of the manner in 
which the teat cups 4 are connected; the teat cups 4 can 
be connected both together, combined in one single 
milking claw, and separately and independently of each 
other to respective teats of the udder of the cow 2. The 
milk obtained from each udder quarter with the aid of 
the teat cups 4 can be applied to a milk measuring de- 
vice 6 through separate lines or one common line 5, as 
the case may be (see Figure 2). From the milk measur- 
ing device 6 the milk is supplied to a milk cooling tank 8 
via a milk line 7. 

[0011] In addition, the milking plant includes, ar- 
ranged between the milk measuring device 6 and the 
milk cooling tank 8, a sample-taking implement 9, with 
the aid of which a fraction of the milk supplied by the 
cow 2 in each milking run can be automatically collected, 
which fraction amounts to e.g. 1% of the total quantity 
of milk supplied by the cow 2. 

[0012] Figure 2 shows a basic arrangement of the 
milking plant, in which it is schematically shown how the 
sample-taking implement 9 is incorporated in the milking 
plant. 

[0013] The milking plantasshown in Figure2 includes 
a milk flow rate meter 1 0 , which is extensively described 
in the Netherlands patent application 8900479. The milk 
flow rate meter 10 comprises a milk reservoir 11 and a 
measuring chamber 12, the milk flowing under vacuum 
via the line 5 connected to the teat cup 4 from the milk 
reservoir 11 into the measuring chamber 12. During 
milking of the cow 2, the milk is pumped from the meas- 
uring chamber 12, each time in a defined quantity, into 
a discharge line 13 by means of compressed air. The 
measuring chamber 1 2 includes a first milk level sensor 
14, with the aid of which it is detected when the milk is 
present in the milk chamber 1 2 in a defined quantity. As 
soon as the milk level in the measuring chamber 12 has 
reached the level at which this sensor 1 4 is located, then 
this sensor 14 supplies a control signal S1 (see Figure 
2), whereafter the measuring chamber 12 can be 
pumped out. Thefirst milk level sensor 1 4 can also apply 
a control signal S2 to a computer 15, in which the quan- 
tity of milk obtained is updated for each animal. In this 
situation, each animal, as soon as it enters the milking 
parlour 1 is "recognized" by the computer 15 with the 
aid of an animal identification system, notfurther shown. 



[0014] Pumping out of the measuring chamber 12 is 
effected by means of a pump 16 which has a constant 
stroke value and in which the milk can be pumped out 
in two directions of flow. The largest fraction of the quan- 
5 tity of milk pumped out by the pump 1 6 is pumped to the 
milk cooling tank 8 via a first discharge line 1 7. The first 
discharge line 17 incorporates a cooler 18, with the aid 
of which the milk can be cooled to a predetermined tem- 
perature before it is stored in the milk cooling tank 8. In 
10 addition, connected to the pump 16 is a second dis- 
charge line 19, with the aid of which a predetermined 
small fraction of milk, e.g. 1% of the milk passed through 
the line 13, can be discharged to the sample-taking im- 
plement 9. The second discharge line 19 may be split 
15 into two or more further discharge lines, in each of which 
a switching element 20 is included. The switching ele- 
ment 20 is preferably an electromagnetically-controlled 
3/3 valve. Each switching element 20 has three connect- 
ing ports and can be adjusted to three switching posi- 
20 tions. Connected to the first connection port 21 is the 
second discharge line 19, through which milk can be 
passed to the switching element 20. A relatively short 
discharge line, by means of which the milk can be dis- 
charged to a milk collecting element 23, is connected to 
25 the second connection port 22. Connected to the third 
connection port 24 is a discharge line, with the aid of 
which rinsing waterfor cleaning the milk line system can 
be discharged, the rinsing water being supplied during 
the cleaning operation through the second line 19. 
30 [0015] The milk cooling tank 8 is further provided with 
a second pump 25, by means of which the tank can be 
pumped out. 

[001 6] The sample-taking implement shown in Figure 
2 operates as follows: 
35 [0017] A cow 2 enters the milking parlour 1 , whereaf- 
ter the teat cups 4 are connected to the teats with the 
aid of the milking robot 3. Milk is collected in the meas- 
uring chamber 1 2 via the line 5. After a predetermined 
period of time the milk level sensor 14 applies a signal 
40 S1 to the computer 15, whereafter the computer 1 5 ap- 
plies asignal to the pump 16, in orderthatthemeasuring 
chamber 12 is pumped out. The identity of the cow 2 
has already been determined by means of the animal 
identification system, and a decision has been taken 
45 whether the cow 2 is to be sampled. If the computer 1 5 
determines that a milk sample is to be taken from the 
cow 2, then the computer 15 applies a signal S3 to one 
of the switching elements 20, to provide that a fraction 
of the milk is collected in a milk collecting element 23. 
50 Before one of the switching elements 20 receives a sig- 
nal S3 from the computer 1 5, the switching elements 20 
are in a first position, which implies that the connections 
between the connecting ports 21 , 22 and 24 are inter- 
rupted. If a switching element 20 receives a signal S3 
55 from the computer 15, then the relevant switching ele- 
ment 20 is set to a second position, which implies that 
a connection is effected between the first connecting 
port 21 and the second connecting port 22. Of the milk 
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pumped from the measuring chamber 12 a fraction is 
then collected in the relevant milk collecting element 23. 
In this situation, the pump 16 may have been set such 
that e.g. 99% of the milk is discharged to the cooling 
tank 8 via the first discharge line 17, whereas 1% is dis- 
charged through the second discharge line to the milk 
collecting element 23. Filling and emptying the measur- 
ing chamber 12 is repeated a few times during one milk- 
ing run, since the contents of the milking chamber 12 
have been chosen such that it is less than the quantity 
of milk supplied by each cow during the milking run. 
Each time the measuring chamber 12 is pumped out. a 
fraction of milk is thus collected in the milk collecting el- 
ement 23. Since the milk yield per cow may differ, and 
consequently also the number of times the measuring 
chamber 12 is emptied, there is a risk that in each milk 
collecting element 23 and/or in each sampling operation 
of a cow a different quantity of milk is each time collected 
in a milk collecting element 23. To preventthis, the com- 
puter 1 5 can be programmed such that X-times per milk- 
ing run a sampling operation is performed instead of 
each time the measuring chamber 12 empties. It is also 
possible to store in the computer 15 in a memory which 
milk collecting element 23 is associated with which cow, 
so that afterwards it can be read from the memory which 
milk sample is obtained from which cow. 
[0018] After sampling of a cow, the line system can 
be cleaned, using a rinsing solution, by adjusting the 
switching element 20 to a third position by means of the 
computer 15. Before an other cow enters the milking 
parlour 1 . the milk measuring device 6 and the sample- 
taking implement can be cleaned in this way, so that milk 
from one cow is not mixed with milk of an other cow. 
[0019] In addition to the above-described manner of 
automatically taking a milk sample at a milk flow rate 
meter, the invention also relates to automatically taking 
a milk sample with the aid of a milk measuring tube 26. 
During a milking run of an animal, the total quantity of 
recovered milk is collected in the milk measuring tubes 
26 via Iine5. The bottom side of themilkmeasuringtube 

26 is provided with a discharge line 27, in which a sec- 
ond switching element 28 is incorporated. With the aid 
of the second switching element 28 it is possible to close 
the discharge line 27. The second switching element 28 
may be in the form of an electro magnetically operable 
2/2-valve, the arrangement being such that in a first po- 
sition the milk can freely flow through the discharge line 

27 and in a second position the milk flow is interrupted. 
Between the milk measuring tube 26 and the second 
switching element 28 a third line 29 is connected to the 
discharge line 27. The third line 29 incorporates a third 
switching element 30, with the aid of which the third line 
29 can be closed. This third switching element 30 may 
also be in the form of an electromagnetically operable 
2/2-valve. In that section of the discharge line 27, locat- 
ed between the second switching element 28 and the 
milk cooling tank 8, a pump 31 and a cooler 32 are in- 
corporated. Using the pump 31 , which preferably is de- 



signed as a unilateral flow pump, the milk is pumped 
from the measuring tube 26 to the milk cooling tank 8. 
A fourth line 33 ; in which a fourth switching element 34 
is incorporated, is provided in the discharge line 27 be- 

5 tween the second switching element 28 and the pump 
31 . The switching element 34, and also the second 
switching element 28. may be designed as an electro- 
magnetically operable 2/2- valve. By means of the fourth 
switching element 34 the milk supply to a second sam- 

10 pie-taking implement 35 can be controlled. 

[0020] The second sample-taking implement is 
shown in greater detail in Figures 4 and 5. The second 
sample-taking implement 35 is connected via a hinge 
36 to a frame beam 37 and is pivotal about the vertical 

15 shaft 38. The pivot shaft 38 is locked by means of a de- 
tachable pin 39. After the pin 39 and shaft 38 have been 
removed, the second sample-taking implement 35 can 
be uncoupled from the frame beam 37. The second 
sample-taking implement 35 is accommodated in a 

20 housing which consists of two parts, the first part 40 of 
the housing being constituted by a cover-like portion 
having upright edges and the second part 41 being con- 
stituted by a L-shaped strip which is connected to the 
hinge 36. The first and the second parts of the housing 

25 are interconnected by means of a sealable bolt 42. The 
lower portion of the L- shaped strip 41 extends to as far 
as a shaft through the midway point of the cover-like 
portion of the first part 40 of the housing. A motor 43 is 
disposed near the end of the L- shaped strip 41 . The 

30 motor 43 is preferably a servomotor- controllable elec- 
tric motor. The electric motor 43 has a vertical shaft 44, 
which at its end is provided with splines. Near the lower 
end of the vertical shaft 44, a circular bottom plate 45 is 
disposed, which is provided with two pin- like vertical 

35 projections 46. At its bottom side, the bottom plate 45 is 
provided, arranged in a circle, with identification codes 
47, which may be in the form of a bar code. The electric 
motor 43 can be controlled on the basis of the identifi- 
cation code 47. The identification code 47 is read with 

40 the aid of a sensor 48 arranged on the second part 41 
of the housing. The sensor 48 may be in the form of an 
optical sensor. 

[0021] A rotary carrousel-like test-tube carrier 49, 
which near its midway point is provided with a bore 50 

45 in which splines are accommodated, bears on the bot- 
tom plate 45. The bore 50 further accommodates a sec- 
ond shaft 51 which is also provided with splines. At its 
upperside, thesecond shaft51 is supported in a bearing 
53 which is connected to a memory unit 54 arranged in 

50 the upper side of the first part 40 of the housing. The 
memory unit 54 is disposed in a box- like bulging portion 
of the first part 40 of the housing. The second shaft 51 
further bears on a ball 52, which bears on the vertical 
shaft 44. 

55 [0022] In the test-tube carrier 49 there are placed, in 
the form of a circle, a number of test tubes 55, which 
number preferably exceeds 25. Furthermore the test- 
tube carrier 49 incorporates a discharge nozzle 56, the 
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bottom end of which fits in a recess of the bottom plate 
45. The test-tube carrier 49 is additionally provided with 
two bores 57, in which the pin-like vertical projections 
46 of the bottom plate 45 fit. With the aid of the pin-like 
projections 46 and the discharge nozzle 56, the test- 
tube carrier 49 can invariably be placed in the same po- 
sition relative to the bottom plate 45. 
[0023] The L-shaped strip of the second part 41 of the 
housing is provided with a bore, through which a funnel 
58 is inserted. Using the stepper motor 43, the test-tube 
carrier 49 can be rotated such that the discharge nozzle 
56 ends overthefunnel 58. At some height, straight over 
the funnel 58, there is disposed on the cover-like first 
part 40 of the housing an injection member 59, with the 
aid of which the test tubes 55 can be filled with milk. The 
injection member 59 is surrounded by a sealed housing 
60, in which a hypodermic needle 61 , which is movable 
in the vertical direction, is positioned. The needle 61 can 
be inserted through an aperture 62 in the upper wall of 
the first part 40 of the housing. Motion of the needle 61 
is controlled by a signal S6 supplied via an electric line 
63 by the computer 1 5. At the upper side of the injection 
member 59 there is a supply line 64, by means of which 
milk or a rinsing solution can be conveyed to the needle 
61. 

[0024] Level-determining means 65, with the aid of 
which the level in a test tube 55 can be determined, are 
attached to the interior wall of the upright portion of the 
L-shaped strip. In this embodiment, the level-determin- 
ing means 65 are formed by four level sensors 66. Each 
level sensor 66 transmits a signal which is reflected from 
a reflector strip 67, whereafter the signal is again picked- 
up by the sensors 66. The sensors 66 may be constitut- 
ed by optical or acoustical sensors. The reflector 67 is 
constituted by a L- shaped strip attached to the bottom 
side of the first part 40 of the housing. The reflector 67 
extends downwardly in a vertical direction, to as far as 
the bottom of the test-tube carrier 49, and is located at 
the interior side of the circularly arranged test tubes 55. 
Between the reflector strip 67 and the level sensors 66 
there is always one test tube 55 or the discharge nozzle 
59. The computer 1 5 updates filling of the test tube 55; 
when a given test tube 55 is filled with milk, then at a 
given instant the milk level in the test tube will rise to 
such a height that a light beam supplied by a sensor 66 
is interrupted by the milk, whereafter a signal S7 is ap- 
plied via an electric line 68 to the computer 15 as an 
indication that the milk in the test tube 55 has reached 
a certain level. 

[0025] The second sample-taking implement 35 
shown in Figures 3, 4 and 5 operates as follows: 
[0026] A cow 2 enters the milking parlour 1 , whereaf- 
ter the teat cups 4 are connected to the teats with the 
aid of the milking robot 3. Using the animal identification 
system, the data of cow 2 are entered into the computer 
memory and by means of the computer 15 it is deter- 
mined, for example on the basis of a time table, whether 
a sample should be taken of the cow 2. Once the deci- 



sion has been made that the cow 2 is to be sampled, 
then the computer 1 5 applies a signal S6 via the electric 
line 63 to the injection member 59, whereafter the nee- 
dle 61 is moved downwardly through the aperture 62 in 
5 the cover-like first part of the housing 40. The point of 
the needle 61 is thereafter inserted through an aperture 
in a rubber sealing cap of the test tube 55 into the test 
tube 55. 

[0027] After it has been detected by a (non-shown) 
10 sensor that all the milk has been removed from the ud- 
der of cow 2, the milk collected in the milk measuring 
tube 26 is first adequately stirred before it is sampled. 
For that purpose the computer 15 applies a signal S5 to 
the third switching element 30, whereafter air is passed 
15 through the third line 29 to the milk measuring tube 26. 
The air supplied via the line 29 bubbles upwards from 
the bottom of the milk measuring tube 26 through the 
milk, as a result of which the milk is adequately stirred. 
After a predetermined period of time the third switching 
20 element 30 is again energized by the computer 1 5 and 
the supply of air to the milk measuring tube 26 is 
stopped. Thereafter the computer 1 5 energizes the sec- 
ond switching element 28, the fourth switching element 
43 and the pump 31 . The milk will now flow from the 
25 fourth Iine33 viathe supply line 64 to the injection mem- 
ber 59, whereby milk flows into the test tube 55 via the 
hypodermic needle 61. With the aid of signals applied 
by the level sensors 66 via line 68 to computer 15, the 
quantity of milk collected in the test tube 55 can be de- 
30 termined. As soon as the milk in the test tube 55 reaches 
a level which has been preset in the computer 15, then 
the computer 15 applies via an electric line 69 a signal 
S4 to the fourth switching element 34, in order that the 
switching element interrupts the milk flow. As soon as 
35 the supply of the milk to the test tube 55 has been inter- 
rupted, the data of the sampled cow 2 are stored togeth- 
er with the instant at which the sample was taken and 
the identification code 47 associated with the relevant 
samplein a memory of the computer 15 and in the mem- 
40 ory unit 54. When the sampled cow 2 enters the milking 
parlour 1 again after X hours for the purpose of being 
milked, then on the basis of the data stored in the mem- 
ory it is determined whether the cow 2 is to be sampled 
again. When the cow 2 is sampled again, then the iden- 
45 tification code 47 belonging to cow 2 is read from the 
memory of the computer 1 5, and with the aid of the step- 
per motor 43 the proper test tube 55 is rotated to under 
the injection member 59. This is effected on the basis 
of the register stored in the computer 15, in which reg- 
50 ister a bar code is reserved for each test tube 55, and 
in which each bar code refers to one cow already sam- 
pled in the milking parlour 1 . As soon as the bar code 
associated with cow 2 has been detected, it is compared 
to the bar code present under the injection member 59. 
55 |f there is a difference between these two bar codes, 
then on the basis of the bar codes present in the register 
it is determined where the desired test tube 55 is located 
relative to the test tube located under the injection mem- 
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a computer memory and determining by means 
of the computer, for example on the basis of a 
time table, and said data, whether a sample of 
milk should be taken of the animal; 

5 - milking the animal; 

if a sample of milk should be taken, collecting, 
during discharging the milk to a milk tank by 
pumpingthe quantity of milksupplied by the an- 
imal in each milking run in its totality from a milk 

10 meter to the milk tank, a predetermined fraction 

of this quantity of milk in a sample-taking de- 
vice, and 

storing the data of the animal together with the 
instant at which the sample was taken, in the 
15 memory of the computer. 

3. Method as claimed in claim 2, characterized in that 
prior to or during the sample-taking operation air is 
passed through the milkcontained in the milk meter. 

20 

4. Implement for automatically milking animals by ap- 
plying the method as claimed in claim 1 or 2 in a 
milking parlour with an animal identification system, 
a milk meterto which the milk obtained by an animal 

25 is supplied, and a milk tank to which the milk from 
the milk meter is pumped, characterized in that the 
implement is further provided with a sample-taking 
device with one or a plurality of milk collecting ele- 
ments, which sample-taking device is connectable 

30 to a tapping point in the milk line between the milk 
meterand the milktank, and in which sample-taking 
device a predetermined fraction of the quantity of 
milk, supplied by the animal in each milking run in 
predetermined volumes from the milk meter to the 

35 milk tank, or of the quantity of milk, supplied by the 
animal in each milking run in its totality from the milk 
meter to the milk tank, can be collected. 

5. Implement for automatically milking animals as 
40 claimed in claim 4, characterized in that between 

the tapping point and the sample-taking device an 
intermediate milk line is provided, said intermediate 
milk line comprising a switching element to control 
the supply of milk to the sample-taking device. 

45 

6. Implement for automatically milking animals as 
claimed in claim 4 or5, characterized in thatthe milk 
collecting element of the sample-taking device can 
be filled by means of an injection member connect- 

50 ed to said intermediate milk line. 



ber 59. With the aid of the stepper motor 43, the desired 
test tube 55 is thereafter moved to under the injection 
member 59, whereafter the cow 2 can again be sam- 
pled. After sampling of cow 2, the discharge nozzle 56 
is rotated in a similar mannerto underthe injection mem- 
ber 59 and the milk lines as well as the hypodermic nee- 
dle 61 are cleaned with the rinsing solution, whereafter 
the sample-taking implement is again ready for a sub- 
sequent animal. 

[0028] When at a given instant a sufficient number of 
samples have been collected, then, by removing the 
shaft 38 from the hinge 36 the second sample-taking 
implement 35 can be replaced by a different sample- 
taking implement. It is also possible to replace only the 
test-tube carrier 49 together with the memory unit 54. 
[0029] It will be obvious that the second sample-tak- 
ing implement can also be used with the milk measuring 
implement 6 described in Figure 2. Similarly, the sam- 
ple-taking implement 9 can be used with the milk meas- 
uring tube 26 shown in Figure 3. 



Claims 

1. A method of computer-controlled automatically 
milking animals in a milking parlour, in which milking 
parlour samples of milk supplied by the animals can 
be collected, the method comprising successively 
the steps of: 

identifying an animal entering a milking parlour; 
using the animal identification system, recalling 
data of a previous milking of said animal from 
acomputermemory and determining by means 
of the computer, for example on the basis of a 
time table, and said data, whether a sample of 
milk should be taken of the animal; 
milking the animal; 

if a sample of milk should be taken, collecting, 
during discharging the milk to a milk tank by 
pumping the quantity of milk supplied by the an- 
imal in each milking run in predetermined vol- 
umes from a milk meterto the milktank, a pre- 
determined fraction of these volumes in a sam- 
ple-taking device, and 

storing the data of the animal together with the 
instant at which the sample was taken, in the 
memory of the computer. 

2. A method of computer-controlled automatically 
milking animals in a milking parlour, in which milking 
parlour samples of milk supplied by the animals can 
be collected, the method comprising successively 
the steps of: 

identifying an animal entering a milking parlour; 
using the animal identification system, recalling 
data of a previous milking of said animal from 



7. Implement for automatically milking animals as 
claimed in any one of the claims 4-6, characterized 
in that the sample taking device includes a rotary 

55 carrier comprising a plurality of milk collecting ele- 
ments. 

8. Implement for automatically milking animals as 
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claimed in claim 7, characterized in that the rotary 
carrier is servo-controllable to positions indicated 
by a computer. 

9. Implement for automatically milking animals as 5 
claimed in claim 7, characterized in that the milkcol- 
lecting elements are contained in a holder which 
can be detached from the housing of the rotary car- 
rier. 

10 

10. Implement for automatically milking animals as 
claimed in claim 7, characterized in that the sample- 
taking device can be sealed and can be detachably 
attached to a frame of the milking location or in the 
milking parlour. 15 
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